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Appointment as Minister for Building Safety, Fire and Resilience

On behalf of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Fire Safety & Rescue, may | congratulate
you on your appointment and warmly welcome you to the role.

You take on an exceptionally important and unusually wide-ranging portfolio at a significant
point in the development of fire and building safety policy.

More than nine years after the Grenfell Tower fire, the implementation of the Inquiry's
recommendations continues to shape the fire and building safety landscape. At the same
time, the Building Safety Regulator is entering an important new phase; Government is
developing its proposals for a Single Construction Regulator; construction products reform
remains a major undertaking; work continues on remediation and the future of building
regulations; and the Fire and Rescue Service itself faces a changing and increasingly complex
risk environment.

These issues are inevitably interconnected.

One of the recurring themes in the APPG's recent work has therefore been the importance
of ensuring that the individual strands of post-Grenfell reform develop as a coherent whole,
with clear accountability, strong professional competence and an ability to learn and adapt
as new risks emerge.

The APPG seeks to provide a constructive, cross-party parliamentary forum through which
these issues can be considered. We regularly engage with Ministers, the Building Safety
Regulator, the National Fire Chiefs Council, Fire and Rescue Services, professional and
representative bodies, residents, industry, academia and others with an interest in fire and
building safety.
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We have particularly valued direct engagement with your predecessors and, most recently,
with Lord Roe and the leadership of the Building Safety Regulator. We would very much like
to continue that relationship with you, particularly as the Government moves from the
immediate legislative response to Grenfell towards the longer-term task of ensuring that the
new arrangements work effectively in practice.

Your wider responsibilities for resilience and emergencies are also particularly relevant to
the Group's interests. Wildfire is one emerging example.

| have copied this letter to Alison Hume MP, who is leading an initiative to establish a new
parliamentary group focused on wildfires and national wildfire resilience. Our Secretary,
Professor Steve McGuirk, is seeking to make contact with those involved and we would
welcome sensible collaboration where our respective interests overlap.

| hope we might arrange an early meeting with you once you have had an opportunity to
settle into the portfolio. We would be very happy to work around your diary.

The intention would primarily be to hear your priorities and to discuss how the APPG can
most constructively support parliamentary engagement with the considerable programme of
work now before you.

There will inevitably be occasions when the Group raises concerns or challenges aspects of
Government policy. Our intention is to do so constructively, independently and on the basis
of evidence. We believe there is considerable value in maintaining an informed
parliamentary forum capable of looking across fire, building safety and resilience rather than
considering each issue in isolation.

Above all, we share what | am sure will be your overriding objective: ensuring that the
lessons of Grenfell continue to be translated into lasting improvements in public and
firefighter safety, while creating a regulatory and professional framework capable of
responding effectively to the risks of the future.

| wish you every success in what a substantial portfolio is and look forward to working with
you.

Kind Regards,

Yy /e

Bob Blackman CBE MP
Member of Parliament for Harrow East
Chairman, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Fire Safety & Rescue

Note: The All-Party Parliamentary Group on Fire Safety & Rescue is an informal cross-party group and
is not an official body of Parliament. Registration, secretariat and funding information is available in
the . For transparency, the APPG may publish this
correspondence, together with any substantive response, as part of the public record of its work



