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Dear Bob,

Thank you for your letter of 9 July regarding the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Fire Safety
and Rescue's response to our recent public consultation on the development of a new College
of Fire and Rescue. | am replying as the Minister responsible for this policy area.

| was pleased {o read that the APPG can see the potential benefits that the college could bring
for the fire and rescue service. In addition to his role as secretary of the APPG, Professor Steve
McGuirk has been a valuable contact during the development of our work, not least because
it was his expert advice that led to the Grenfell Tower Inquiry's recommendation to establish a
college. My officials are eager to continue engaging with Professor McGuirk as this work
develops.

While it would be inappropriate for me to discuss the consultation findings prior to the
publication of the Government's response, | would like to assure you that we are eager for the
college to be as ambitious as possible in raising professional standards and national capability.
Officials are carefully considering the feedback received as part of the consultation process.
Please rest assured that this will include the views you have provided on behalf of the APPG.
The consultation findings will shape the development of the Government's official response,
which we expect to publish early next year.

Thank you again for writing on this important matter.

Yours sincerely,
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BARONESS BLAKE OF LEEDS CBE
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local Government



