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Dear Bob, 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 18 March addressed to the Secretary of 
State, on behalf of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Fire Safety and Rescue 
Group, regarding fire safety guidance for new school buildings. I am replying as the 
minister responsible for this policy area. 
 
Firstly, I would like to continue to assure you that the government places the highest 
priority on the safety of pupils and staff. All new schools must meet the requirements 
of the building regulations, which includes installing automatic fire suppression 
systems (AFSS) where they are required for life safety.  
 
The department published the ‘Technical Manual’ in February 2026 as part of its 
regular update to the school building specification. The department’s technical 
manual is non-statutory guidance, which forms part of the contractual documents 
used by the department to procure new school buildings. The technical manual’s 
section on fire safety goes beyond the requirements of the building regulations and 
mandates AFSS, for property protection, in all new school buildings over 11 metres 
or 4 storeys, where there is residential accommodation and in all new special 
schools.  
 
More generally, fires in schools are rare. The Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government published fire safety data shows that there are an average of 405 
fires per year in schools (2010/2011 to 2024/2025) in an estate of over 62,000 
buildings. The data also shows that 90% are small in size, causing no damage 
(36%), are limited to the first item ignited (34%) or to the room of origin (20%).  
 
As we have previously discussed with the APPG, BB100 was frequently bypassed 
as contractors used alternative fire compliance approaches (for example BS9999). 
The department has mandated the ‘Technical Manual’ on every project delivered by 
the department, to ensure that the high fire safety requirements of the specification 
are met.  
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Thank you for writing. I hope that this response is useful. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Josh MacAlister OBE MP 
Minister for Children and Families 

 


