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Dear Bob,

Thank you for your letter of 29" June regarding the review of Approved Document B, and for
setting out the views of the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Fire Safety & Rescue. | value the
APPG's engagement with this important work and your continued contribution to discussions
on building safety reform.

Approved Document B plays an important role within the wider building safety framework, and
it is important it remains subject to ongoing review, considering evidence, experience and
emerging risks. The current consultation seeks views on a range of proposals intended to
improve and modernise the guidance, helping make sure it remains effective in supporting
compliance with the Building Regulations while continuing to reflect developments across the
sector.

| note the APPG's observations regarding the importance of clarity, usability, and coherence
within the regulatory framework. The Government recognises guidance is most effective when
it is clear, accessible, and capable of being applied consistently in practice. Alongside the
specific proposals set out in the consultation, the Building Safety Regulator is leading a
Fundamental Review of Building Regulations Guidance. This work is examining how Approved
Documents are produced, maintained, and presented, and will help inform future
improvements to their usability, accessibility, and effectiveness.

| also note the APPG's comments on competence, accountability and the relationship between
guidance, standards, and wider regulatory arrangements. Since the Grenfell Tower tragedy,
the Government has implemented significant reforms through the Building Safety Act 2022 and
the establishment of the Building Safety Regulator. These reforms have strengthened
oversight, accountability and competence across the sector and form an important part of our
wider programme to improve building safety outcomes.

Your comments regarding regulatory coherence, emerging technologies and the future
development of the building safety framework are appreciated. We will carefully consider the
points raised in your letter alongside consultation responses and other stakeholder evidence
as we determine next steps following the consultation.



Thank you again for writing on this important matter.

Kind regards,

csuctha L&?@,

SAMANTHA DIXON MBE MP
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Building Safety, Fire and Democracy



