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~' APPG Action This Week

The final parliamentary sitting week before the Summer Recess has been an active one for the
APPG on Fire & Rescue, with continued engagement on building safety policy, the launch of the
APPG's new webpages and the publication of several significant Government announcements
relevant to the Group's work.

The Chair, Bob Blackman MP, has received a substantive response from the Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Building Safety, Fire and Democracy, Samantha Dixon MP, following the
APPG's earlier representations regarding proposals affecting telecommunications works in higher-risk
buildings. The Minister confirms that the APPG's observations on compartmentation, independent
verification, professional competence and the protection of fire safety measures have been carefully
considered and will inform the Government's continuing policy development. The response also
welcomes the APPG's offer of continued engagement as reforms to the building safety regime
progress.

This week also marks the official launch of the APPG on Fire & Rescue webpages, hosted by the
Fire Sector Confederation. The webpages provide a central source of information on the Group's
purpose, officers, meetings, publications, parliamentary briefings and wider programme of work.
Members and stakeholders are warmly encouraged to visit the site and notify the Secretariat of any
factual corrections, additional resources or suggested improvements as the resource continues to
develop.

The APPG has also continued its programme of parliamentary engagement through consultation
responses and monitoring of significant Government announcements, including developments relating
to the proposed Single Construction Regulator, the next phase of Awaab's Law, and wider reforms
to the building safety framework, all of which are covered later in this briefing.

& Further Information

Minister's Response to the APPG

& APPG Website

The APPG website is now live and Members are encouraged to review the
content and advise the Secretariat of:

« factual corrections;

» additional publications or resources;
« relevant parliamentary activity;

« suggestions for future development.



The website will increasingly serve as the public repository for APPG
publications, consultation responses, parliamentary briefings and meeting
information.

& Further Information

APPG Website

APPG for Fire Safety and Rescue
firesectorconfederation.co.uk

* Political & Parliamentary Context

Parliament rose for the Summer Recess on 16 July, bringing to a close

an exceptionally active parliamentary session for Fire & Rescue,
Building Safety and National Resilience. Although routine parliamentary
business will now pause until September, the political landscape is entering
a significant period of transition.

The expected confirmation of Andy Burnham as Leader of the Labour
Party, followed by his anticipated appointment as Prime Minister, is likely to
be accompanied by a ministerial reshuffle and the early setting of priorities
for the new administration. Devolution, housing, public service reform and



local government are all expected to feature prominently, with potentially
important implications for the Fire and Rescue sector.

While Parliament is in recess, the APPG Secretariat will continue to
monitor Government announcements, regulatory developments and
emerging parliamentary issues throughout the summer. Where
matters are considered to be of particular significance, Special
Parliamentary Briefings will be issued ahead of Parliament's return in
September.

On behalf of the Chair, Officers and Secretariat, we wish all Members,
colleagues and stakeholders a restful and enjoyable Summer Recess, and
thank everyone who has contributed to the APPG's work during what has
been an exceptionally productive parliamentary year.

& Further Information
UK Parliament

https://www.parliament.uk/

House of Commons Business

https://commonsbusiness.parliament.uk/

House of Lords Business

https://lordsbusiness.parliament.uk/

' APPG Update

Planning for the APPG's autumn programme continues during the
parliamentary recess. Work will focus on further engagement with
Ministers, regulators, professional bodies, researchers and sector partners,
alongside the continued development of the Group's programme of
Parliamentary Briefings and its permanent Parliamentary Intelligence and
Monitoring Programme.

The launch of the APPG webpages represents an important milestone in
improving transparency and accessibility, supporting Parliamentarians with
a growing library of evidence-based resources and helping to strengthen
engagement across the fire and built environment sectors.



& Executive Summary

The principal developments during the week are:

« Single Construction Regulator: The Government has confirmed its
intention to establish a Single Construction Regulator, implementing
the first recommendation of the Grenfell Tower Inquiry Phase 2
Report and signalling one of the most significant structural reforms to
the UK's building safety system.

« Ministerial Engagement: The APPG has received a positive
Ministerial response acknowledging the Group's representations on
telecommunications works in higher-risk buildings and welcoming
continued engagement as reforms progress.

« Awaab's Law: The Government has confirmed the second phase of
Awaab's Law, extending statutory duties on social housing landlords
to address a wider range of serious hazards, including fire and
explosion risks.

. Climate Resilience: Continued periods of extreme heat and
significant wildfire activity have reinforced concerns about climate
resilience, emergency preparedness and the increasing operational
demands placed upon Fire and Rescue Services.

« APPG Website: The launch of the APPG's new webpages provides
Parliamentarians and stakeholders with an expanding resource to
support engagement with the Group's work.

& Further Information

Single Construction Regulator Consultation and Government
Response

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/single-construction-reqgulator-
prospectus

Awaab's Law

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/awaabs-law

Building Safety Regulator

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/building-safety-regulator

UK Parliament

https://www.parliament.uk/




W I Building Safety & Regulation

+~ What is it?
Single Construction Regulator — Government confirms next stage of reform

The Government has confirmed its response to the consultation on establishing a Single
Construction Regulator (SCR), accepting in principle the Grenfell Tower Inquiry Phase 2
recommendation that responsibility for construction products, building regulation and wider regulatory
oversight should be brought together within a single, more coherent framework.

The proposals envisage expanding the role of the Building Safety Regulator (BSR) so that it
assumes wider regulatory responsibilities currently exercised by other bodies, including aspects of
construction product regulation. The reforms are intended to improve accountability, simplify the
regulatory landscape and strengthen oversight across the construction sector.

The APPG has previously welcomed greater regulatory coherence while recognising that
implementation will require careful consideration of governance, capability, resources and the
relationship between the new regulator and existing enforcement bodies.

Awaab's Law — Phase 2 confirmed

The Government has confirmed that the second phase of Awaab's Law will come into force on 30
November 2026. The legislation extends statutory duties on social housing landlords to investigate
and remedy a broader range of serious hazards within prescribed timescales.

Importantly for the APPG, the additional hazards now include:

fire and explosion risks;
electrical safety;

structural defects;
excessive heat and cold;
falls;

domestic hygiene hazards.

Where an immediate risk to life exists, landlords will be required to investigate and make the property
safe within 24 hours, with mandatory timescales applying to subsequent investigation and remedial
works. These requirements further reinforce the importance of proactive building safety management
and resident protection.

Telecommunications in Higher-Risk Buildings

This week the APPG also received the Government's response to its representations regarding
telecommunications works within higher-risk residential buildings.

The Minister acknowledged the APPG's observations regarding:

protection of compartmentation;

professional competence;

independent verification;

maintaining the integrity of fire safety systems during installation works.



The response confirms that these issues will continue to inform Government policy development,
demonstrating the constructive contribution the APPG is making to the ongoing evolution of the
building safety regime.

& Why this matters for Parliamentarians

o The proposed Single Construction Regulator represents one of the most significant
structural reforms arising from the Grenfell Tower Inquiry and will shape the future regulation
of the built environment for many years.

e Parliament will wish to scrutinise whether the new regulator has sufficient statutory powers,
resources, technical expertise and independence to discharge its expanded responsibilities
effectively.

e Phase 2 of Awaab's Law significantly broadens statutory obligations on social landlords,
placing greater emphasis on the timely identification and remediation of fire-related hazards
as well as wider building safety risks.

e The APPG's correspondence with Ministers demonstrates the value of constructive
parliamentary engagement in helping to shape detailed implementation of post-Grenfell
reforms.

e Together, these developments reinforce the continuing transition from a reactive regulatory
system towards one based upon prevention, competence, accountability and resident safety.

& Further Information

Single Construction Regulator — Government Response

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/single-construction-reqgulator-
prospectus

Building Safety Regulator

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/building-safety-regulator

Awaab's Law — Guidance

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/awaabs-law

Grenfell Tower Inquiry — Phase 2 Report

https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/




& & Fire & Rescue Capability,
Leadership & Professional
Development

+ What is it?

Local Government Reorganisation — Implications for Fire and Rescue
Governance

The Government has announced the next phase of its programme of Local Government
Reorganisation, confirming new unitary authority arrangements across a number of English county
areas. While no direct changes to Fire and Rescue Service governance have been announced, the
reforms are expected to influence future partnership arrangements, local resilience structures,
democratic accountability and the wider implementation of English devolution.

The National Fire Chiefs Council (NFCC) is reviewing the proposals and their implications for Fire and
Rescue Services as the programme develops.

Hillsborough Law passes the House of Commons

The Public Office (Accountability) Bill, commonly referred to as the Hillsborough Law, has passed
the House of Commons and now proceeds to the House of Lords.

The Bill would establish a statutory Duty of Candour, requiring public authorities and public officials
to act with honesty, transparency and openness during public inquiries and official investigations. It
also strengthens expectations regarding ethical conduct and accountability across the public sector.

Although applying across Government, the legislation has particular relevance to organisations that
may become involved in major incidents, public inquiries or independent investigations, including Fire
and Rescue Services.

Professional Standards and Competence

The continuing programme of post-Grenfell reform places increasing emphasis on professional
competence, leadership and organisational learning across both Fire and Rescue Services and the
wider built environment.

Alongside regulatory reform, Parliament is likely to continue scrutinising issues including operational
capability, leadership development, workforce competence, inspection findings and the future
development of national professional standards, including proposals relating to a College of Fire and
Rescue.

&J Why this matters for Parliamentarians

e Local Government Reorganisation may have long-term implications for Fire and Rescue
governance, collaboration and democratic accountability, particularly as English devolution
continues to evolve.

e The Hillsborough Law reinforces expectations of openness, transparency and organisational
candour, reflecting lessons learned from major public inquiries, including Grenfell.



o Parliament will continue to scrutinise whether Fire and Rescue Services possess the
capability, leadership and professional development arrangements necessary to meet
increasingly complex operational and regulatory demands.

o Competence, organisational learning and continuous professional development remain
central themes running through many of the reforms currently affecting the Fire and Rescue
sector.

e The APPG will continue to monitor developments relating to leadership, workforce capability,
inspection outcomes and proposals for a future College of Fire and Rescue.

& Further Information

Local Government Reorganisation

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-government-
reorganisation

Public Office (Accountability) Bill (Hillsborough Law)

https://bills.parliament.uk/

National Fire Chiefs Council

https://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/

HM Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services
(HMICFRS)

https://hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.qgov.uk/

College of Fire Consultation

Draft response to College of Fire Consultation:

&) O National Resilience, Climate &
Emerging Risks
+’ What is it?

Extreme Heat and Wildfires Continue to Challenge National Resilience

Fire and Rescue Services across the United Kingdom have continued to respond to significant wildfire
incidents during a prolonged period of hot, dry weather. During the week, North Wales Fire and
Rescue Service and Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service declared major incidents, while other
services implemented enhanced operational arrangements and received National Resilience support.



The National Fire Chiefs Council (NFCC) has issued further public safety advice, warning that a
severe wildfire risk remains across large parts of England and Wales. The UK Health Security
Agency (UKHSA) has also published advice on protecting public health during wildfire events,
including measures to reduce exposure to smoke and poor air quality.

Research Highlights the Growing Impact of Extreme Heat

New research by Imperial College London, the Met Office and the London School of Hygiene &
Tropical Medicine estimates that more than 2,700 heat-related deaths occurred during the May and
June 2026 heatwaves in England and Wales. The analysis concludes that around 42% of these
deaths were attributable to human-induced climate change, with older people particularly affected.

The findings have prompted renewed calls from environmental and public health organisations for
strengthened national adaptation measures, including improved cooling strategies, protection for
vulnerable communities and greater resilience to prolonged periods of extreme heat.

Civil Contingencies Act — Call for Evidence

The Cabinet Office has launched a Call for Evidence to inform the 2027 Post-Implementation
Review of the Civil Contingencies Act 2004. The review seeks views from across the resilience
community on how the UK's statutory resilience framework is operating and where improvements may
be required.

Given the Act's central role in emergency planning, Local Resilience Forums and multi-agency
preparedness, this consultation is likely to be of significant interest to Fire and Rescue Services and
other Category 1 and Category 2 responders.

(3 Why this matters for Parliamentarians

o Wildfires and prolonged periods of extreme heat are no longer isolated seasonal events but
increasingly form part of the UK's long-term national resilience challenge.

e The latest research reinforces the growing interaction between climate change, public health
and emergency preparedness, with implications for housing, infrastructure, health services
and vulnerable populations.

o Parliament will wish to consider whether existing resilience arrangements, legislation and
funding remain sufficient to address the increasing frequency and complexity of climate-
related emergencies.

e The review of the Civil Contingencies Act presents an important opportunity to assess
whether the UK's statutory resilience framework remains fit for purpose in light of evolving
risks.

e These developments reinforce the APPG's continuing monitoring of wildfire preparedness,
climate adaptation, emergency planning and wider national resilience.

& Further Information
National Fire Chiefs Council — Wildfire Information

https://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/

UK Health Security Agency



https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-health-security-agency

Cabinet Office — Civil Contingencies Act Call for Evidence

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/civil-contingencies-act-2004-
call-for-views

UK Climate Risk Assessment

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-climate-risk

Met Office — Climate Change

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/climate-change

i Fire Safety in Complex Buildings
& Institutional Settings

+’ What is it?
Awaab's Law Strengthens Protection for Social Housing Residents

The Government has confirmed that the second phase of Awaab's Law will take effect on 30
November 2026, extending statutory duties on social housing landlords to investigate and remediate
a wider range of serious hazards within prescribed timescales.

In addition to damp and mould, the legislation now covers hazards including:

fire and explosion;
electrical safety;
structural hazards;
excessive heat and cold;
falls;

domestic hygiene issues.

Where an immediate risk exists, landlords will be required to investigate and make the property safe
within 24 hours, supported by legally prescribed timescales for investigation, communication with
residents and completion of remedial works. These measures represent a significant strengthening of
the regulatory framework governing the safety of social housing.

Welsh Government Announces New Housing Legislation

The Welsh Government has announced the first phase of its legislative programme, including
proposals to strengthen the rights of people living in privately rented accommodation.

Measures are expected to include reforms to improve housing standards, increase security for
tenants and reduce the use of no-fault evictions. Although primarily housing legislation, the proposals
reinforce the growing policy emphasis on safe, resilient and well-managed residential buildings across
all parts of the United Kingdom.



Maintaining Fire Safety in Occupied Buildings

The APPG continues to monitor wider issues affecting the management of occupied buildings,
including the protection of compartmentation, competence of those undertaking works, fire risk
assessment standards and the maintenance of critical life safety systems.

This week's Ministerial response to the APPG's correspondence regarding telecommunications works
in higher-risk buildings further underlines the continuing importance of safeguarding fire protection
measures whenever alteration or maintenance work is undertaken.

(5 Why this matters for Parliamentarians

e Safe housing extends beyond the design and construction of buildings to include effective
maintenance, competent management and timely remediation throughout a building's life.

e Phase 2 of Awaab's Law strengthens legal protections for residents by introducing
enforceable timescales for addressing serious fire and safety hazards.

e Housing reform across the United Kingdom increasingly intersects with building safety, public
health and fire prevention, requiring close collaboration between Government, regulators,
landlords and Fire and Rescue Services.

e Parliament will continue to scrutinise how new statutory duties are implemented in practice
and whether residents experience tangible improvements in safety.

¢ The APPG will continue monitoring developments affecting social housing, higher-risk
residential buildings, hospitals, care homes, schools and other complex or high-occupancy
premises.

& Further Information

Awaab's Law — Government Guidance

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/awaabs-law

Social Housing Regulation

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/reqgulator-of-social-housing

Welsh Government — Legislative Programme

https://www.qov.wales/

Building Safety Regulator

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/building-safety-regulator




Emerging Technologies,
Innovation & Future Risk

+ What is it?
Flood Performance Certificates Proposed for New Homes

Flood Re has published research proposing the introduction of Flood Performance Certificates
(FPCs) for new residential properties in England. The proposals would create a standardised record
of flood resilience measures incorporated during construction, with post-construction verification
undertaken by accredited professionals.

The research concludes that there is currently no consistent mechanism for recording or verifying
flood resilience features once developments are completed, making it difficult for homeowners,
insurers and regulators to understand how individual properties are designed to withstand flooding.
Pilot schemes are expected to commence later in 2026.

Professional Guidance Published for Gaseous Fire Suppression Systems

The Fire Industry Association (FIA) has published new technical guidance covering the installation
of pipework for gaseous fixed firefighting systems, reflecting the transition from BS 5306-4 to ISO
6183 and BS EN 17966.

The guidance emphasises that correctly designed and installed pipework is fundamental to the
effective operation of gaseous extinguishing systems and should only be undertaken by competent
personnel in accordance with manufacturers' specifications and recognised industry standards.

Continuing Horizon Scanning

Alongside the developments reported this week, the APPG continues to monitor a wide range of
emerging technologies and evolving risks that may have future implications for Parliament, including:

lithium-ion batteries and battery fires;

Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS);

electric vehicles and charging infrastructure;

photovoltaic (solar PV) installations;

hydrogen technologies;

modern methods of construction;

artificial intelligence and digital infrastructure;

data centres and critical national infrastructure;

new construction materials;

weak signals identified through CROSS-UK, academia and professional institutions.

These issues remain under active review as part of the APPG's long-term Parliamentary Intelligence
and Monitoring Programme.

&J Why this matters for Parliamentarians



o Emerging technologies frequently outpace legislation, regulation and professional guidance,
requiring Parliament to anticipate future risks rather than responding after significant incidents
occur.

e Flood resilience is becoming an increasingly important consideration within wider national
resilience, housing policy and climate adaptation.

e Technical guidance and professional standards continue to evolve alongside changes in
building design and fire protection technologies, reinforcing the importance of competence
throughout the construction and maintenance sectors.

e Horizon scanning enables Parliament to identify emerging risks early and to consider whether
existing regulatory frameworks remain fit for purpose.

o The APPG will continue working with regulators, professional institutions, researchers and
organisations such as CROSS-UK to identify weak signals and emerging issues requiring
future parliamentary attention.

& Further Information

Flood Re

https://www.floodre.co.uk/

Fire Industry Association

https://www.fia.uk.com/

CROSS-UK (Collaborative Reporting for Safer Structures)

https://www.cross-safety.org/uk

Building Safety Regulator

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/building-safety-regulator

National Fire Chiefs Council

https://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/




