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~* APPG Action This Week

The APPG has continued its policy monitoring and external engagement during the parliamentary
Summer Recess.

Current activity includes:

¢ monitoring the appointment of a new Minister with responsibility for Fire and Rescue;

o reviewing the implications of the Government’s developing devolution programme for Fire and
Rescue governance and national resilience;

e continuing development of the APPG website and Parliamentary Intelligence Archive;

e progressing preparations for the APPG’s autumn programme;

e continuing engagement concerning fire research, emerging risks and the development of the
Fire Research Alliance;

¢ maintaining liaison with CROSS-UK and other professional and strategic partners.

This briefing also records several significant developments arising during the recess, including major
wildfires across the United Kingdom, new Fire and Rescue incident statistics, the introduction of plug-
in solar technology and the NFCC response to proposed amendments to Approved Document B.

> APPG Website
The APPG website is being developed as the principal public repository for:

Parliamentary Intelligence Briefings;
consultation responses;

Ministerial correspondence;

APPG publications;

meeting information; and

supporting evidence and policy resources.

Members and stakeholders are encouraged to review published material and notify the Secretariat of
factual corrections, relevant additional resources or suggested improvements.

« Political & Parliamentary Context



Parliament remains in Summer Recess, but significant policy activity has continued. The Government
has advanced its proposals to transfer additional fiscal and decision-making powers to English
mayors, while social care reform has emerged as an early priority through a proposed national
conversation led by Baroness Louise Casey. Extreme weather and the demands placed on
emergency services have also become prominent political issues following major wildfires across
England, Scotland and Wales. Confirmation of the new Minister responsible for Fire and Rescue is
expected shortly.

* APPG Update

The APPG’s immediate priorities during the recess are to:

establish early engagement with the incoming Fire Minister;

monitor the operational and policy consequences of the continuing wildfire season;
assess the implications of the latest national Fire and Rescue incident statistics;
continue scrutiny of the proposed Single Construction Regulator and Building Safety
Regulator;

maintain oversight of Approved Document B, construction products and professional
competence;

progress the Fire Research Alliance and related horizon-scanning work;

prepare the autumn programme of meetings and parliamentary engagement.

& Executive Summary

Wildfire and national resilience: Fire and Rescue Services have responded to an
exceptional number of wildfires, including major incidents in Suffolk, Greater Manchester,
Wales and Scotland. NFCC reports 716 wildfires in England and Wales during 2026, including
393 in July alone.

Rising operational demand: Fire and Rescue Services in England attended 641,227
incidents in the year ending March 2026—the highest annual total since 2011. Outdoor fires
and collaboration incidents continue to rise.

Plug-in solar: Regulatory changes will permit compliant plug-in solar devices of up to 800 VA
from 27 August 2026. Safeguards have been introduced, but concerns remain about older
wiring, multi-occupied buildings, combustible external walls and unsafe products sold online.
Building safety: NFCC has called for a broader and more ambitious review of Approved
Document B, including improved provision for evacuation lifts, sprinklers, car parks, modern
methods of construction and alterations to existing buildings.

Product safety: New evidence concerning unsafe travel adaptors and potentially hazardous
e-bike products reinforces continuing concerns about online marketplaces, product regulation
and lithium-ion battery safety.

@ :uilding Safety & Regulation

#~ What is it?

Approved Document B



NFCC has published its response to the Building Safety Regulator’s consultation on proposed
amendments to Approved Document B, the statutory guidance supporting fire safety requirements
under the Building Regulations in England.

NFCC supports proposals for evacuation lifts but argues that provision should be determined by
building and occupant risk rather than limited to new residential buildings above 18 metres.

Its response also calls for:

sprinklers in all specialised housing;

improved requirements for car parks;

clearer treatment of modern methods of construction and combustible structural systems;
stronger consideration of external walls;

wider review of means of escape; and

changes to ensure that “non-worsening” provisions do not prevent reasonable safety
improvements when existing buildings are altered.

NFCC considers that the consultation was too limited and has renewed its call for the wider technical
review of Approved Document B initiated following the Hackitt Review.

Built Environment Competence

The Government’s call for evidence on a future strategy for built-environment professions, trades and
occupations remains open until 12 August 2026.

The evidence will inform a proposed 2027 strategy covering competence, culture, accountability and
performance throughout the building lifecycle. It is directly connected to the Government’s plans for a
Single Construction Regulator.

(5] Why this matters for Parliamentarians

e Approved Document B remains the principal practical reference point used across much of
the construction and building-management system.

e The adequacy of evacuation arrangements for disabled and vulnerable occupants remains a
significant post-Grenfell issue.

e Parliament may wish to examine whether incremental amendments are sufficient or whether a
comprehensive technical review is now required.

¢ The competence strategy will be important to the effectiveness of the proposed Single
Construction Regulator and wider building-safety reforms.

& Further Information

NFCC response: Approved Document B

https://nfcc.org.uk/bolder-action-needed-to-deliver-safer-more-inclusive-buildings/

Building Safety Regulator

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/building-safety-requlator

Built-environment professions, trades and occupations call for evidence

https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/strateqy-for-the-built-environment-professions-
trades-and-occupations

NFCC Remediation Position Statement



https://nfcc.org.uk/our-services/public-policy/position-statements/remediation/

@ & Fire & Rescue Capability & Operational Resilience
+~ What is it?
Record Levels of Operational Demand

Fire and Rescue Services in England attended 641,227 incidents in the year ending March 2026—
the highest annual total since the year ending March 2011.

The total included:

e 170,597 fires;
e 215,583 non-fire incidents; and
e record levels of collaboration activity with other public services.

Outdoor primary fires increased by 48% compared with the previous year. Collaboration incidents—
including assistance to other agencies, gaining entry and responses involving suicide or attempted
suicide—now account for 35% of non-fire incidents, compared with 17% ten years ago.

Industrial waste fires have also increased. There were 256 recorded incidents in the year ending
December 2025, including 32 incidents lasting at least 24 hours.

Fire Minister Appointment

Formal confirmation of the Minister responsible for Fire and Rescue remains outstanding. The
appointment will be important for maintaining continuity across:

implementation of the Grenfell Tower Inquiry recommendations;
Fire and Rescue reform;

the proposed College of Fire and Rescue;

workforce and professional development;

national resilience; and

Fire and Rescue governance.

() Why this matters for Parliamentarians

¢ Incident demand is changing as well as increasing, with Fire and Rescue Services
undertaking more collaboration, rescue and wider public-safety activity.

¢ Prolonged wildfires and industrial incidents can consume substantial resources while Services
must retain capacity for concurrent emergencies.

e Current funding and workforce arrangements may not fully reflect the changing breadth of
Fire and Rescue responsibilities.

o Early confirmation of ministerial responsibility is important to ensure continuity of leadership
and accountability.

& Further Information
Fire and Rescue incident statistics, year ending March 2026

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/fire-and-rescue-incident-statistics-year-ending-march-2026




MHCLG fire statistics collection

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/fire-and-rescue-incident-statistics

HMICFRS

https://hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/

National Operational Guidance

https://www.ukfrs.com/

NFCC

https://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/

& O National Resilience, Climate & Emerging Risks
+~ What is it?
Continuing Major Wildfires

Significant wildfires have continued to affect communities and place sustained pressure on Fire and
Rescue Services across the United Kingdom.

A major incident at Dunwich Heath in Suffolk involved more than 100 firefighters and 18 appliances,
affected approximately 100 hectares and required the evacuation of a nearby holiday park.

Other substantial incidents included:

Rhinogydd and Blaenavon in Wales;

the Cairngorms and Arthur’s Seat in Scotland;
Dovestone and Swineshaw in Greater Manchester; and
numerous grass and vegetation fires across London.

The Greater Manchester incidents affected approximately 885 hectares and required specialist
national resilience resources and mutual aid from several Fire and Rescue Services.

NFCC reports that Services in England and Wales attended 716 wildfires during 2026, including 393
during July.

The London Fire Brigade received more than 2,700 emergency calls and attended over 1,300
incidents between 24 and 26 July. The London Assembly Fire Committee has sought assurances
about capacity and renewed its call for a UK-wide wildfire strategy.

People-Centred Climate Adaptation

The Government Office for Science has published a report recommending that climate-adaptation
policy should consider how different communities understand and experience risks from heat,
flooding, drought and wildfire.

The report calls for:



early community involvement;

locally tailored interventions;

engagement through trusted organisations;

regular review as vulnerability changes; and

assessment of unintended consequences and inequalities.

&J Why this matters for Parliamentarians

o Wildfires are increasingly recurring, prolonged and cross-boundary incidents rather than
isolated seasonal events.

e Major incidents require mutual aid, specialist capability and sustained staffing while normal
emergency cover must be maintained.

e A national approach may be needed for training, equipment, aerial support, prevention, land
management and public communication.

o Climate adaptation must address social vulnerability and community preparedness as well as
physical infrastructure.

& Further Information
NFCC Wildfires Position Statement

https://nfcc.org.uk/our-services/public-policy/position-statements/wildfires-position-statement/

Government Office for Science: people-centred climate adaptation

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/putting-people-at-the-centre-of-uk-climate-adaptation-
and-resilience

UK Government Resilience Framework

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-government-resilience-framework

National Preparedness Commission

https://nationalpreparednesscommission.uk/

& & Fire Safety in Complex Buildings & Institutional Settings
+’ What is it?

Plug-in Solar on Residential Buildings

From 27 August 2026, compliant plug-in solar devices of up to 800 VA will be permitted to connect
through standard domestic sockets.

Associated planning changes will bring plug-in solar installations within permitted development rights
for houses and blocks of flats in England. Restrictions will apply to installation on specified wooden
surfaces, combustible cladding systems and buildings undergoing external-wall or building-safety
remediation.

Products must:



o comply with the interim product specification;
e carry a declaration of compliance; and
e appear on the Energy Networks Association Type Test Register.

Plug-in batteries and combined solar-and-battery systems remain outside the new framework.
NFCC has raised concerns regarding:

older domestic wiring;

multi-occupied residential buildings;
non-compliant products sold online;
consumer understanding;

fixing and installation;

external-wall systems; and

the adequacy of oversight and enforcement.

Social Care Reform

The Prime Minister has described the existing social-care system as unsustainable and has
announced a “Big Conversation on Care”, led by Baroness Louise Casey.

Although detailed proposals have not yet been published, reforms may have implications for care
homes, supported housing and other premises occupied by people who require assistance to
evacuate.

&J Why this matters for Parliamentarians

e The plug-in solar framework will require effective coordination between product, electrical,
planning and building-safety regulation.

e Particular care is needed in multi-occupied and higher-risk buildings where alterations may
affect external walls, compartmentation or evacuation arrangements.

e Online sales and consumer installation may make non-compliant products difficult to identify
and remove.

e Social-care reform should consider staffing, evacuation capability and fire precautions in
premises occupied by vulnerable people.

& Further Information
Plug-in solar consultation and Government response

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/plug-in-solar

Plug-in Solar Device Interim Product Specification

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6a31167d15f2a70fac7e6026/plug-in-solar-interim-
product-specification.pdf

Building Safety Regulator

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/building-safety-requlator

Regulator of Social Housing

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/requlator-of-social-housing




& ~ Emerging Technologies, Horizon Scanning & Future Risk
2~ What is it?
E-bike Safety Trust Mark

The Bicycle Association and Association of Cycle Traders have launched E-Bike Positive, a
voluntary trust mark intended to help consumers identify road-legal, safety-tested e-bikes and
responsible retailers.

The scheme initially covers 33 brands and more than 600 retailers. Audits will consider:

product testing;

road legality;

anti-tampering measures;
compatibility of batteries and chargers;
consumer information; and

recall procedures.

The scheme currently applies only to complete e-bikes and does not cover conversion kits, which
remain a significant area of concern.

Unsafe Electrical Products Sold Online

Electrical Safety First tested 14 travel adaptors purchased through four major online marketplaces. All
failed basic safety checks, presenting potential risks of electric shock, overheating or fire.

The findings reinforce calls for online marketplaces to assume clear legal responsibility for the safety
of products sold by third-party traders.

Continuing Horizon Scan
The APPG continues monitoring:

lithium-ion batteries and conversion kits;
Battery Energy Storage Systems;

electric vehicles and charging infrastructure;
plug-in solar and domestic energy technologies;
modern methods of construction;

artificial intelligence and digital infrastructure;
online product marketplaces;

emerging construction products;

CROSS-UK safety reports; and

research and other weak signals.

&J Why this matters for Parliamentarians

e Voluntary industry schemes can improve consumer information but cannot replace effective
statutory regulation and enforcement.

Unsafe products can reach large numbers of consumers rapidly through online marketplaces.
Product regulation increasingly intersects with fire safety, energy policy, trading standards
and digital commerce.



e Parliament may wish to examine whether online marketplaces should have equivalent
responsibilities to conventional retailers and importers.

& Further Information
NFCC Fire Risks in Energy Technologies Position Statement

https://nfcc.org.uk/our-services/public-policy/position-statements/

Office for Product Safety and Standards

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-product-safety-and-standards

Electrical Safety First

https://www.electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk/

CROSS-UK

https://www.cross-safety.org/uk

‘-. s~ Consultations

Permitted Development Rights: Schools and RAAC

Proposals include extending temporary permitted development rights for schools affected by
reinforced autoclaved aerated concrete.

Closing date: 5 August 2026.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/permitted-development-rights-schools-assets-of-
community-value-defence-and-conservation

Built-Environment Professions, Trades and Occupations

The call for evidence will inform a future strategy covering competence, conduct, culture and
accountability throughout the building lifecycle.

Closing date: 12 August 2026.

https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/strateqy-for-the-built-environment-professions-
trades-and-occupations

7 Week Ahead

Both Houses remain in Summer Recess. The House of Commons is due to return on 1 September
2026.

During the coming week, the APPG will monitor:



confirmation of the new Fire Minister;

continuing wildfire incidents and national mutual-aid activity;
implementation guidance for plug-in solar;

relevant Government announcements during the recess;
consultations approaching their closing dates.

*#» Watch-outs for Parliamentarians

e Appointment and precise responsibilities of the incoming Fire Minister.

Potential Government or devolved-administration reviews of wildfire capability and aerial

support.

Further pressure for a UK-wide wildfire strategy.

Implementation of plug-in solar regulations from 27 August 2026.

Government response to concerns about Approved Document B.

Development of the built-environment competence strategy and Single Construction

Regulator.

o Further product-safety evidence concerning online marketplaces, batteries and electrical
products.

& Key Parliamentary & Government Links
Parliament
Parliamentary business and recess dates

https://whatson.parliament.uk/

Hansard

https://hansard.parliament.uk/

Written Questions and Answers

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/

Select Committees

https://committees.parliament.uk/

Government
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ministry-of-housing-communities-and-local-government

Fire and Rescue statistics

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/fire-and-rescue-incident-statistics

Government consultations



https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and-consultations

UK Government Resilience Framework

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-government-resilience-framework

Building Safety Regulator

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/building-safety-requlator

Office for Product Safety and Standards

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-product-safety-and-standards

National Fire Chiefs Council

https://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/

NFCC Position Statements

https://nfcc.org.uk/our-services/public-policy/position-statements/

CROSS-UK

https://www.cross-safety.org/uk




